
PHONICS & EARLY READING



What is phonics?

• Systematic Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching children to read, write and spell. 

• The sounds that children learn are taught in a specific, systematic order (not 

alphabetically). 

• Phonics supports children to hear, identify and link the sounds that letters make 

(phonemes) to what the letters look like when written down (graphemes).



Rocket Phonics
• Rocket Phonics is a programme that supports your 

child to learn all the skills needed to successfully read, 

write and spell.

• The scheme is followed closely to ensure there is 

consistency and clear progression.  

• Children are taught to recognise, identify, say and read 

all of the 44 sounds of the English language along 

with writing and spelling them. 



What do children need to 
know to be able to read 

and write?



Phonics Lessons

• Phonics is taught daily in EYFS and year 1 
and four times a week in year 2. 

• All phonics lessons follow the same 
structure: 

1) Revisit and review

2) Teach

3) Practise and apply



EYFS and Year 1

• Children learn one letter-sound 
correspondence over two days. 

• The first day focuses on blending 
skills and the second day focuses 
on segmenting. 



Year 2

• Children revisit letter-sound 
correspondences and are 
introduced to new spelling 
content.

• A piece of learning is 
investigated and built upon over 
several days.



Guided Reading with Target Practice Readers

• Target Practice Readers directly support 
Phonics teaching.

• The books give children an opportunity 
to practise the sounds they have 
learned that week. 



Individual Reading Books

• Children are allocated independent reading books to match their reading 
profile which means that they should be able to access the content with 
minimal adult support.

• Rocket Phonics (EYFS to year 1) guides children through pink to orange. 

• Rocket Phonics Next Steps (year 2) guides children through turquoise to 
white. 

• All children will use the ‘expected’ band in lessons but some children might 
have a lower or higher band as their independent book. 







Assessment

• Continuous formative assessment:

→Regular 1:1 reading

→Observations in class

→Targeted questioning

→Marking

• Summative assessment:

→Termly assessment points- assessment papers are used 
to assess children’s reading

→Year 1 phonics screening check



Using Rocket Phonics books at home

• Listen to your child read as frequently as 
possible and record this in their reading 
diary. 

• Three reads of each books: 

→Once for decoding

→Once for fluency and expression

→Once for comprehension 



Pronunciation

DO:

Listen to your child – they know best!

Make the shortest possible sound

Watch videos if unsure 

DON’T:

Add an “uh” to the end (tuh, muh, buh etc)

Teach children letter names



Phonics terms



How else do we develop readers?

• Book based English curriculum

• Story time

• Time to independently explore books (quiet reading)

• The library and reading challenge

• Whole school events:

→Drama competitions

→World Book Day

→Poetry Recital



How else can you support reading at home?

• Read to your child; this may sound obvious but showcasing your 

love of reading and giving your child the opportunity to listen to 

you read is just as valuable as them reading to you. 

• Build reading into your child’s daily routine

• Encourage reading a variety of materials: signs, timetables, 

instructions for games, magazines, poetry etc. 

• Develop your child’s love of reading
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